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This is the last issue of the International Journal of Infec- 
tious Diseases under the original founding editorial board. 
We have been in action for 6 years and have published the 
IJIID for 5 years. Beginning on July 1,2001, we have for- 
warded all articles to Jonathan Cohen in the new editor- 
ial office in London, The next two issues at least (Vol. 6, 
issues 1 and 2), will present a “spill over” of articles that 
have been reviewed; all articles under review initiated in 
the New York office will be handled to completion. 
The aims of the IJID as stated in the opening edito- 
rial of July 1996 have been mostly fulfilled. That state- 
ment compiled by the publications committee of the IJID 
states in part: 
The IJID will focus on articles of interest to its inter- 
national audience. It will serve as a forum for inter- 
national infectious disease information that is now 
scattered throughout the literature and will promote 
an awareness of regional issues in infectious diseases, 
as reflected by regional meetings and conferences. 
Contributions to the IJD may include reports 
of original research (including international collabo- 
rative studies), review articles, editorials, case reports, 
and correspondence. Articles should reflect the 
changing nature of infectious disease prevention and 
control in response to changing international and 
regional conditions. Contributions that will be given 
a high priority include models and studies of practi- 
cal and cost-effective interventions for the control 
and treatment of infectious diseases; epidemiologic, 
laboratory, and clinical evaluations of infectious dis- 
ease outbreaks resulting from natural or human- 
induced disasters; and laboratory and diagnostic 
methods that are applicable in facilities with mini- 
mal laboratory and clinical resources. 
The IJID was indexed in MEDLINE and Index 
Medicus early in its existence, which I attribute to the 
excellence and importance of the articles published in 
the first issues. 
Plans for converting to a bimonthly journal were not 
fulfilled. It is hoped that this will be achieved in the 
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future, because articles would be published more 
promptly. There are enough excellent articles submitted; 
it just takes a budget to support a new schedule. 
I want to thank all our contributors. From the begin- 
ning, excellent articles have been submitted, and the qual- 
ity of submissions has been maintained over the past 6 
years. There were occasional problems with communica- 
tions that might be expected in an international journal, but 
they are still frustrating for authors submitting their work. 
We are grateful for the patience demonstrated by the con- 
tributors. A number of submissions reported collaborative 
investigations in which facilities such as laboratories were 
shared, allowing more in-depth studies to be performed. 
We hope that publication of such studies encouraged sub- 
sequent collaborations among investigators. 
I also want to thank the many reviewers from 
throughout the world who have given their time and 
expertise to help authors with cogent and kind reviews. 
Many of the studies published in the IJD were done 
under difficult circumstances, owing to limited resources 
in some areas of the world, but the articles imparted 
important information to colleagues around the world. 
Our reviewers clearly appreciated the difficulties and in 
those cases encouraged authors to persist in making revi- 
sions that resulted in excellent published articles. 
I thank our editors, who for the most part, were 
uncomplaining and were always responsive to the aims 
of the Journal to work to publish articles rather than 
to work to reject them. The most odious task we shared 
was the rejection of papers, and, as we explained in 
our nonacceptance letters to authors, there were many 
reasons for not publishing articles in IJID. We hope 
that our reviews helped authors in preparing revisions 
for publication in other journals or in planning future 
studies. 
Finally, I thank our publications committee, headed 
by Dennis L. Kasper, and our Executive Director, Norman 
Stein, for their support and encouragement. The staff of 
our publisher, BC Decker, was hard working and respon- 
sive to the pressures of professional publication. 
We wish the new editors the best in this exciting 
new venture. It has been an honor for us to participate 
in the establishment of the IJID for the International Soci- 
ety of Infectious Diseases. We are proud to have con- 
tributed to fulfilling a vision that Ed Kass had for the 
Society and for infectious diseases internationally. 
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